
st. joseph’s
parish

papanui
activities

We are excited to share with you all 
the things that happen in and around 
our Parish. Truly, our Parish is ‘ALIVE!’

In true Christian principles, many people in our Parish live out the 
Gospel message – ‘Love God, and Love Others’ by their many acts of 
service.  As you read on – allow God’s voice to invite you to consider 

your response to serving Him and serving others.
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SPIRITUAL
Perpetual Adoration Chapel at St 
Gregory’s
The Adoration Chapel has now been open for 
five and a half years. The late Bishop Barry, said 
that, “it is an extraordinary grace that perpetual 
adoration has been started, and has continued”.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is the practice 
of praying before Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed in a monstrance on an 
altar 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. St Alphonsus 
Liguori said that “of all devotions … adoring Jesus 
in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest after the 
Sacraments, the one dearest to God and the one 
most helpful to us”.

We are looking for more adorers. For more 
info please look at our display at the expo 
or contact Matt O’Connell on 366-9869 or 
email chchadoration@gmail.com

Alpha
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life, faith and 
God in a friendly, open and informal environment. 
The courses typically runs over a 10-week period 
beginning with an evening meal together each 
week  followed by a series of short videos and a 
time of sharing. The course usually culminates 
with a weekend retreat.   Alpha is held in our 
Parish 2 to 3 times each year.

Baptism (The Sacrament of 
Belonging) 
At the heart of our life and the Church is 
the sacrament of baptism.  It is through 
this gift from God that we are united 
with each other, and with our Lord.  This 
is how we become members of the body 
of Christ. 

In arranging baptism, parents accept the 
responsibility of training their children 
in the practice of the faith.  All parents 
and godparents attend a baptism class 
in preparation for the sacrament.  The 
baptism ceremony normally takes place 
after the 10am Mass on the last Sunday 
of the month.  

As baptism is a celebration of your 
child’s entry into membership of the 
Catholic Church, it is good to celebrate 
this sacrament together with other 
families of the parish who themselves 
have children to be baptised. For 
more information see our website: 
stjosephspapanui.com/general/
baptisms
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Catholics Returning Home
This is a 4-week small group course for those who have drifted away from their faith for a 
variety of reasons.  It is a chance for people to reconnect and refresh their knowledge about 
the sacraments and the church today in a safe, confidential and friendly environment.  If you 
would like to discuss your journey today, please send an email to Lauren at laurenbutler76@
gmail.com.

Confirmation 
(The Sacrament of Initiation)
Here at St Joseph’s this sacrament is 
offered to our Year 8 students and older. 
It is the final part of the initiation process 
with God and the Church, where the 
candidate receives the gift of the Holy 
Spirit and continues their journey with 
Christ. 

During Confirmation, the candidate is 
anointed on the forehead with chrism by 
the Bishop. Confirmation is a great way 
for an older child to acknowledge that 
they still want to continue their journey 
with God, and grow their relationship 
with Him. Our programme typically runs 
for a 4-week period during October and 
November each year. Contact Irene 
Maguire on irenemaguire100@live.com 
for enquiries.

First Holy Communion 
and First Reconciliation
As Catholics, we know that the Holy 
Eucharist is the source and summit of 
our faith: it is the Body, Blood, Soul, and 

Divinity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Pope Francis has called it the “Sacrament of 
Love”.

At St Joseph’s we offer this programme to our 
Year 4 children and older, in their preparation 
for the sacrament of Reconciliation and the 
sacrament of Eucharist. The programme 
typically starts early in the first term and 
runs till Mid-June. It is parish led, with parent 
support. 

Children and their families are to attend 
weekly Mass and complete 12 child friendly 
lessons. Parents work through one lesson 
each week with their children. We celebrate 
the reception of these sacraments with a 
shared morning tea or supper.

For more information, please contact Irene 
Maguire - irenemaguire100@live.com.
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Lenten Programme
“Living Our Lives with Love” 

- Caritas Lenten Reflections. 

Make Lent a special time with prayer, lectio divina on Lenten Sunday Gospels in the context 
of Pope Francis’s letter, Rejoice and Exult and Faith in Action. Held Wednesdays, 7.00-8.30 
pm at St. Joseph’s Parish Centre by Grant Segar (thesegars@slingshot.co.nz) or Thursday 
afternoon Mass from 12.45-2.15 pm by Kathleen Rushton RSM (kprushton@gmail.com). 
Please bring lunch is you wish to attend the Thursday session. 

Let’s care for the poor and vulnerable through the Caritas Lenten Appeal. 

Post Primary Religious 
Education (PPRE)
This is for children who attend state 
primary schools but wish to receive 
religious tuition. In PPRE, children 
learn about the Bible and the Church 
through craft, games and role playing. 
Classes run on a Tuesday night during 
term time.  

At an average, there are around 14 kids 
per session, although numbers vary by 
class.  There’s a great mix of boys and 
girls aged 6 to 12 years old.  PPRE is 
also offered to high school students to 
assist with their service for school.

For inquiries please contact  Wendy 
Martin or Ben James at 021 022 
76221.

Prayer and Reflection Group
The Prayer and Reflection group meets every 
Wednesday after the 9:15 am Mass in the 
St Joseph’s Parish Centre. It begins with a 
cuppa and a chat, followed by the recitation 
of the Divine Mercy Chaplet for the parish 
intentions, the sick and dying, for personal 
needs, and other special intentions in the 
wider world.

After praying to the Holy Spirit for guidance, 
the group studies and reflects on the next 
Sunday’s readings with the aid of scripture 
commentaries, then finishes with the Glory 
Be. 

This is truly a great help in appreciating and 
understanding the Sunday liturgy. Many 
blessing have been granted and prayers 
answered through this special prayer time. 
If you’re interested to join, please contact 
Janette McKee at 352-5778.

“We are called to be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing 
witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves” 

~ Pope Francis
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RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults)
Are you interested in exploring what it is to become 
a Catholic? This is the best time to engage in the 
discernment process, and attend weekly sessions with 
others to learn about the Catholic faith, and grow in 
your faith and relationship with God. 

Start your journey today by contacting Lauren at 027 
424 6045 or via email to laurenbutler76@gmail.com.

Altar Servers
Altar servers attend to supporting tasks at the altar such 
as lighting the candles, carrying the Cross, ringing the altar 
bell, holding the book for the Priest and assisting the Priest 
during various parts of the Mass.

On special Masses, a senior altar server may also have to 
use the thurible and assist the Priest as directed. 

To become an Altar Server, one must have made their First 
Holy Communion and to be in Year 7 and above.

If you wish to participate in this, please contact Rachel van 
der Plas or the parish office.

LITURGICAL

Divine Mercy
Chaplet and devotions, every 
second Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm downstairs in 
St. Joseph’s Parish Centre.

For enquiries, please contact 
Gerry Smith at 352 8655.
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Extraordinary Ministers to the Sick
Holy Communion is taken to eighty parishioners who are unable to attend Mass due to age 
or infirmity. This is done every Friday, Sunday and Thursday after Mass.

Our Extraordinary Ministers to the Sick also helps read the Gospel and takes the Parish 
newsletter.

To become an extraordinary minister to the sick one should be at ease with other people, 
and be able to deal with the sick or the elderly in a compassionate, cheerful, and sensitive 
way.

All Extraordinary Ministers to the sick will be police vetted in accordance with the 
requirements of the Catholic Diocese of Christchurch.

Liturgy of the Word with Children
During Mass, the Children’s Liturgy group caters for children from 4 years old through to 
those who have not yet received their First Holy Communion. It is held in the Parish Centre 
during the 10.00 am Mass.  It’s led by one or two adults with the support (when possible) of 
a Year 8 Helper from St Joseph’s School.

It is a 20 to 25-minute sessions and while numbers attending varies, it is currently sitting 
around 30 to 35 kids every week.  Children who attend enjoy the individual focus and the 
opportunity to experience the readings of the day, songs, prayer and individual activities at 
their own level.  

If you wish to be part of the Children’s Liturgy Group, please call Katie Stewart at 352-3188.

St. Joseph’s Parish Choir
The St.Joseph’s Parish Choir is a 4-part choral group of around 25 active members. Directed 
by Diocesan Sacred Music Advisor Ken Joblin and accompanied by our Parish Organist, 
Michael Zon.

The Parish choir meets every Tuesday in St Gregory’s Church from 7.15-8.45pm and sings 
at Mass twice a month, and on feast days and other special occasions.

If you can sing, read music, and have a good level of dedication to the task, then contact 
Ken today at 021-054-2462.
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Prayer of the Faithful Writers
Have you ever sat in Mass and listened to the 
Prayers of the Faithful being shared with the 
congregation and wondered, who compiled 
those prayers? 

There is currently a team of four writers – 
Sister Kath Rushton, Ciaran & Lynne Moss, 
Charmari De Silva and Phil Gourdie who help 
out with writing the prayers.

They are on a monthly roster and each person 
gets three opportunities per year to share in 
this Ministry.

There is a process and a structure to follow 
when compiling the Prayers of the Faithful, and 
coaching in this area is regularly available.

If you wish to be a contributor and share your 
knowledge and thoughts with the Mass going 
parishioners, then please contact Phil Gourdie 
at o2toff@xtra.co.nz.  

Projectionist
The role of the projectionist is to pull down the 
projection screen and turn it on, turn on the 
laptop, choose the right responses and hymns 
for that particular weekend, and operate the 
slides.

 They also liaise with the organist and/or 
the musical director before/during Mass as 
necessary. Our Masses at St.Joseph’s won’t be 
complete without their help.

If you are intrested to help, please contact 
Rachel van der Plas or the parish office.

Readers (Ministry of Lector)
The role of readers and lectors at 
Mass is important because they 
proclaim the Word of God. Lectors and 
readers must be read with dignity and 
honour. They are those who give voice 
and life to the Word of God.  

Preparation, tone, pronunciation 
and speed are vital components 
when reading at Mass.  If you would 
like to serve by being a Reader or 
a Lector, please contact Lauren at 
laurenbutler76@gmail.com.

Welcome Team – Hospitality 
and Welcome
“I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.”  
~ Mathew 25:38 – 40

The primary role of the Welcome 
Team is to greet and welcome our 
parishioners and visitors, with a warm 
and friendly smile. They also hand 
them our Parish Bulletin, and help 
them find a seat. 

Full training is provided to those who 
wish to be part of this group. If you 
wish to render an Act of Service for 
our Parish through the Welcome 
Team, please contact Irene Maguire at 
irenemaguire100@live.com.  
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Worship Team
Once a month at the 10:00 am Mass, the Worship Team serves through singing hymns. 
They’re repertoire is more contemporary than the usual. They use keyboards, guitars, flutes, 
and other instruments. 

If you have a special gift of music – either instrumentally or as a singer, and would love to 
join the Worship Team in singing praises to God in Mass, please contact Irene Maguire at 
irenemaguire100@live.com. 

Altar Linen Cleaning
The group has the privilege of 
washing and ironing the sacred 
cloths used on the Altar at Mass. 
This involves collecting the soiled 
linen (consisting of the corporals, 
purificators and handtowels) each 
week, and returning the clean 
cloths for the weekend.

To those who wish to volunteer, 
please contact Janette McKee 
at 3525778. Full training is given 
with written instructions. 

SERVICE
Bereavement Group
Assisting and supporting the bereaved members 
of our congregation is a great privilege. And here at 
St. Joseph’s, we have a team of supportive and kind 
people who along with Father, meet the families of 
a deceased person to help them prepare for their 
loved one’s funeral. 

The group also supports the families during the 
Requiem Mass or Funeral Liturgy. Following the 
funeral, they keep in touch with the family and 
comfort them as they journey on without their loved 
ones.

If this sounds like something you have a heart for, 
please contact Irene Maguire at irenemaguire100@
live.com.
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Catholic Stall Shopkeepers
This parish initiative arose from a need 
after the earthquakes. They aim to provide 
parishioners with religious gifts for special 
occasions, an opportunity to enhance 
their prayer life, and educate them about 
the Word of God through various religious 
products such as those that help parents 
teach their children about their faith.

If you would like to volunteer to man the 
stall for 10 minutes before and after am 
Mass once a month, please contact the 
Parish office.

Catholic Woman’s League
The Catholic Women’s League supports 
and encourages the development of social, 
intellectual and spiritual life in order to give 
Catholic women a voice in both the Church 
and society. They are affiliated with the 
National Council of Women and the World 
Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations.

They have interesting speakers and offer 
opportunities to join with the women of the 
Diocese and other denominations. They 
also raise funds to support missions both 
in New Zealand and the Pacific such as the 
Motor Neurone Disease, PILLARS, Prostate 
Cancer and Mission Communities in the 
Islands.

The group meets every third Thursday 
of the month at 1:30 in the afternoon. 
Please contact Velma (356 0060) or Marie 
(3522707) for inquiries. 

Church Gardeners Group
The parish has a small group of volunteers 
that carry out the ground maintenance 
required at both St. Gregory’s and St. Joseph’s 
parish church sites. The role of these 
volunteers is to keep the gardens and paving 
areas in a tidy, clean, and safe condition 
suitable for all parishioners and visitors that 
visit. All their hardwork is proof that they are 
good custodians of the church and parish 
properties which includes the area around 
the present presbytery and old St. Joseph’s 
church area and the group does a really great 
job in doing that.

The volunteers work at present on a 
4-monthly roster in a team of up to 4 to 6 
persons carrying out the required garden 
weeding, minor landscaping repairs, sweeping 
,and clearing the paving areas. This usually 
takes about an hour per week at a time 
suitable to the rostered team. Generally, this 
is scheduled for one week at St. Gregory’s 
and the remaining weeks at St. Joseph’s.  

All gardening equipment is provided by the 
parish including a sucker and blower. The 
lawns are mowed by others and no building 
repairs are carried out by the group.

You don’t need to have gardening experience 
to be part of the group. If you would like to 
volunteer, please contact William MacManus 
Gardening Convener at 0274 548 425 / 352 
3291 or email macmanusw@gmail.com.
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Legion of Mary (Mary Help of 
Christians Praesidium)
Mary Help of Christians started at St 
Joseph’s in April 2017. It’s one of the 
Catholic organisations recognised around 
the world, devoted to our Mother Mary 
through Prayer and Act of Service. 

They have weekly meetings, prayers, and 
rosary Saturdays at St Joseph’s Parish 
Centre at 4pm headed by a spiritual 
director. They also assist the parish 
community,  conduct visitations for the 
sick, elderly and the lonely, and home 
rosary especially during the months of 
May and October. 

For information about the Legion of 
Mary, please contact Cherie Roache 
(0272004573) or Noemi Ponferrada 
(0212508374 ). More information is also 
available at the foyer.

St. Gregory’s Marian Group
This a group of committed people, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the 
protection of Mary our Mother, who seek 
spiritual growth through prayer and active 
work within our Parish. They meet on the 
third Tuesday of the month after the 9:15 
am Mass. They also visit parishioners in 
their homes and in care.

The group also organise the Lenten 
Annointing Mass, help with transport of 
parishioners, and serve afternoon tea. 
They also help with hospitality at funerals 
in our Parish.

They also offer assistance to other 
groups in the Parish and helps out in 
social activities. Please contact any of 
the following if you’re interested to join 
the Marian group. 

Babs Casey, President   
Lois James, Vice President  
Elizabeth McCormick, Secretary 
Sister Nau, Spiritual Input

Parish Pastoral Council
Your PPC is a group representative of 
the range of parishioners we have here 
in St. Josephs Parish. Our role is to 
promote the Church’s mission to live 
and communicate the love and values of 
Christ in our world. The Parish Pastoral 
Council shares in the responsibility for 
the on-going life and development of our 
faith community, working together with 
parishioners to provide support for their 
efforts to live as followers of Christ. A key 
task of our PPC is to plan for the future 
of the parish community. We meet on the 
3rd Sunday of each month. 

Visitation Team
Do you enjoy meeting new people?  We 
have a team of volunteers who visit 
people on the parish roll.  We update their 
details, give them information on the 
parish, and see if they need any help or 
would like to be involved in anything. A 
volunteer visits one family per week.  For 
information about the Visitation Team, 
please contact Lauren at laurenbutler76@
gmail.com.
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Youth Group
The St. Jo’s Youth Group is a weekly gathering of the young people of 
our parish for faith-filled fun and fellowship. Our typical youth group is 
consist of prayer, awesome games, food, and faith-based talks.  The 
group occasionally goes on outings to the park, beach, and diocesan 
competitions and events. They also run their own movie nights and 
‘Masterchef’ competitions. 

The year 8 group (aged 12-13 year old) runs 
from 6pm-7:30pm, and the high school 
group runs from 7:00pm-8:30pm.  The 
team is headed by an experienced trio of 
enthusiastic, young adult leaders. 

For any inquiries, please contact the Parish office at 3529275 or email 
pap.bis.rc@xtra.co.nz.

YOUTH

COMMUNITY
Catechesis of the Good Shephard Children’s Atrium
CGS is a Christian formation process for children from 3 years 
old.  The central aim of this faith formation program is to enable the 
child to experience and form an authentic relationship with God.

The Catechesis is grounded in scripture and the liturgy of the church, 
and framed by Montessori principles of education.  This allows 
the children to hear the Gospels through the use of sensorial-rich 
materials.  The children are free to work with these materials that 
represent essential proclamations of the Christian message.

For inquiries, please contact Katherine Pawson at 021 107 9290 
or chch.childrens.atrium@gmail.com.
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Children’s Music Group
Nessa heads the Magnific Monday 
Music at St. Joseph’s parish centre 
during the school term. Music starts 
at 9:30 am and is an interactive way to 
dance, sing, create funky fun beats in an 
educational way.

There’s a wide range of instruments kids 
can use such as parachute, rainbow ring 
for rhythms and rhyme time, mini bean 
bags for balancing, toy animals and 
puppets, poi, ribbons, feathers, balloons, 
and of course…bubbles and a stamp for 
the great efforts.

The fee is $3 per child or $5 for a 
family. Come along to have a chat 
and cuppa. It’s also a great chance for 
school mums and other people in our 
wonderful community to share a sense 
of belonging together.

For more information, please contact 
Nessa at 027 3040392.

Cornerstone Faith and Light
Cornerstone Faith and Light was born in Lourdes in 1971 and now have more that 1500 
communities around the world. It aims to help people with intellectual disability and 
their families to find their place within the church and society. They are an ecumenical 
organization who wishes to reveal to each person his or her own unique gift and beauty. 

The communities are made up of the person with intellectual disability, their families, 
and friends. The group meets on the 4th Sunday of the month at St. Gregory’s to share 
friendship, pray time, fiesta, and celebration. 

Marralomeda  Community
Marralomeda is a community 
supporting 19 people with intellectual 
disability in sharing their lives, 
celebrating the gift of each person, and 
supporting each other on the journey of 
life.  

Marralomeda has four homes and 
an activity centre in Redwood.  The 
members are fully involved in the 
community.  They host morning teas for 
Age Concern, deliver Meals on Wheels, 
do craftwork and enjoy many local 
activities like walking groups, choir, 
cafes, libraries and visiting childcare 
centres.  Some of our the community 
members are part of St. Joseph’s 
Parish.

If you would like to volunteer, please 
contact Gina at 352-8292.
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PASSIONIST FAMILY GROUPS
The Passionist Family Group is a family for all. Everyone is welcome to experience life 
together and share Christian values with others (much the same as the early church might 
have done). 

Relationships are developed and grown by spending time together, enjoying, and having 
fun, inexpensive activities each month.  Community is built in this way within the church to 
support and encourage one another in times of celebration and need.  

For more information please contact the parish coordinators, Helen and Chris Jordan at 
359-1176 or 027 66-11181, or via email to jorfamnz@gmail.com.

Seasons For Growth
Seasons For Growth is an education program for those experiencing change and loss in 
their life.  This is not counselling or therapy.  At Seasons for Growth, participants learn that 
grief, change, and loss are a normal and valuable part of our life.  

This programme aligns Worden’s 4 Tasks of Mourning with the cycle of the seasons.  You’ll 
learn skills and techniques on how to respond, adapt, and move forward with life.  

If you are experiencing losses such as illness, retirement, bereavement, or moving house 
and country, this is a small group course that might help you. Headed by trained facilitators, 
it runs for 2.5 hours over a period of 4 weeks.  

If you are interested to be part of Seasons For Growth, please contact Lauren at 027-424-
6045 or via email to laurenbutler76@gmail.com.

St Joseph’s Indoor Bowls
St. Joseph’s indoor bowling club started in 1959. They meet at the St. Joseph’s School Hall 
every Tuesday from the 1st March to 30th September at 7:15 – 10:00 pm. It’s a fun activity 
for all ages! 

All equipments are supplied and cuppa is shared to finish each night. Coaching is also 
available. Members have an opportunity to play in other clubs for social and competitive 
games. Fees are $20 yearly plus $2 per night. 

Please contact Brian Breen at 3593374 or Carol Power at 3236235.



St Joseph’s School
St. Joseph’s is a state integrated school - a school with a Special Catholic 
Character. The special character of our school is founded on our patron St. 
Joseph and the gospel values from which flows the educational philosophy of 
Catherine McAuley as gifted to us by the Sisters of Mercy.

We aim to prepare our children for life by providing 
an education within a caring environment 
where everybody shares and lives the values, 
teachings and traditions of the Catholic 
Church. 

Following in the footsteps of Catherine 
McAuley, and in the tradition of Mercy, we 
seek to realize the potential of every member of 
our school community and to answer the Gospel 
call to make a difference in the world, with humility as 
befitting a school that bears St Joseph’s name.

These influences are manifested in an education committed to the following 
objectives:

1. Fostering faith that is integral to each member of the school 
community.

2. Fostering respect for the high value placed on education.

3. Fostering the social and emotional development of all members of the 
community.

4. Foster a faith community that actively contributes to the common 
good.

5. Address: 4 Vagues Road, Papanui, Christchurch 8052, NZ
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[email: principal@stjopapa.school.nz] 

[url: www.stjopapa.school.nz]

[phone: 03-3528779]



Society of St Vincent de Paul Papanui Conference
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Our parish conference of the society has 12 
active members who seek to visit the poor of 
our parish. This generally takes the form of 
food parcels, or help with power and school 
expenses. 

The group meets at St. Joseph’s Parish centre 
for a 40-minute meeting on the first three 
Sundays of the month to pray, reflect and 
coordinate their help to those in need. They rely 
on the support of parishioners of St. Joseph’s 
parish and they are thankful to all for supporting 
our parish foodbank. 

Headed by conference President George 
Varghese, they have responded to 48 families 
in need along with our other contacts in the 
community to date. 

The Thursday’s Luncheon
The Potluck Lunch Group shares a plate 
of food, after the mid-day Mass, every first 
Thursday of the month. It’s an informal 
get together where you can meet other 
parishioners in a relaxed atmosphere.  

If you have not bought a plate, don’t let 
that bother you, as they have plenty to 
share. All parishioners are welcome 
to join. Please contact Frances (354-
6583) or Brenda (359-6693) for more 
information.



[facebook.com/stjopap]
133 Main North Road, Papanui, Christchurch, New Zealand
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