
Late last year I attended a seminar by Jim Diers on community development and inspiring and 

rebuilding communities.  This seminar was excellent with 3 hours’ worth of good points but one 

thing that stood out for me above everything else was that a key way to rebuild community spirit 

is to have fun. It is heartening to see a number of parishes doing exactly this as they continue to 

develop their new communities post-earthquake. Parishes have been running bus trips, social events 

and a couple are planning festivals and fun days in the near future.  

  

The earthquake recovery fund committee meets on Wednesday January 30
th
 for their first meeting 

in 2013. Please note there have been some slight changes to the time line and process for 

applications in 2013. See below. 

  

If you have any comments, questions or wish to include something in this update, please let me 

know. I look forward to catching up with you soon in 2013.  

Kind Regards and God Bless, 

Matt 

  

Changes to the submitting of applications to the Earthquake Recovery Fund in 2013 
As noted above, there have been a couple of minor amendments to the time line and process for 

sending applications in to the earthquake recovery fund. These have been approved by Bishop 

Barry and new copies of the fund criteria and the terms and conditions will be available on the 

Diocesan Website and from me next week. If making application, please refer to these. For your 

information the amendments to the timeline and process are as follows: 

•          Applications will close on the last Wednesday of the month at 9am and the committee will 

meet (as they did last year) on the first Wednesday of the month to consider applications 

(previously applications closed on the last Friday of the month). 

•          Applications must be fully complete with all questions answered and all quotes attached 

before they are presented to the committee. 

  

“2 years on” Where is God two years after the Feb 22 Earthquake? – a Lenten reflection by Fr 

John O’Connor 
This is advance notice of this session which will be held on either Friday Evening Feb 22

nd
 or 

Saturday Morning Feb 23
rd
. Date and venue will be confirmed next week as will a blurb about the 

content of this reflection. A bulletin notice will also be forthcoming.  

  

The Canterbury Residential Rebuild Website 
This website has a lot of good information especially for those in TC3. Check it out here.  

  

InPartnership December Newsletter 
This newsletter, produced by Interact Canterbury throughout the year, is an excellent and concise 

summary of the current earthquake issues facing the region, emerging trends, future priorities and 

signs of hope. Have a read of the December issue here.  

  

Remember the Christchurch Diocesan Earthquake Recovery Fund is available to help you 

meet whatever post-earthquake needs you continue to find.  
 


